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te  mission  of  the  National  Prison  Braille  Network 
(NPBN)  is  twofold: 


To  support  and  promote  braille  production  facilities  in 
prisons  across  the  U.S.  as  major  sources  of  high 
quality  braille  and  experienced  braille  transcribers, 


To  help  ensure  that  inmate  transcribers  are  well 
prepared  for  successful  careers  as  braille  transcribers 
upon  release. 


facts  about:  >  Vision  &  Blindness 


Hope  for  the  Future: 

::  NEI-funded  research  suggests  that  increasing  omega-3 
fatty  acids  in  the  diet  of  premature  infants  could  prevent 
or  decrease  severity  of  retinopathy  of  prematurity  by 
protecting  against  abnormal  blood  vessel  growth.* 

::  Breakthroughs  in  identifying  gene  variations  in  age- 
related  macular  degeneration  could  result  in  new 
screening  tests  and  preventive  therapies  for  the  leading 
cause  of  blindness  in  older  Americans.** 

SOURCE:  'CONNOR.  K.M.  ET  AL.  NATURE  MEDICINE  2007,  13:  868-873. 
••NATIONAL  EYE  INSTITUTE 

The  Bottom  Line: 

More  than  38  million  Americans  age  40  and  older  are 
blind,  visually  impaired  or  have  an  age-related  eye 
disease,  and  the  number  is  only  expected  to  grow  as  the 
population  ages*  Increased  investment  in  eye  and  vision 
research  is  needed  now  to  help  reduce  the  number  of 
visually  impaired  Americans  and  the  costs  associated 
with  treating  and  caring  for  them. 

SOURCE:  'THE  EYE  DISEASES  PREVALENCE  RESEARCH  GROUP.  ARCHIVES  OF  OPHTHALMOLOGY 
2004.  12214). 


Americans  Want  More  Spent  on 
Medical  and  Health  Research 


Currently,  about  6  cents  of  each  health  dollar  spent  in  the 
U.S.  is  spent  on  medical  and  health  research.  How  many 
cents  of  each  health  dollar  do  you  think  we  SHOULD  spend? 


Don't  know  27% 


SOURCE:  TRANSFORMING  HEALTH  POLL,  2007 

CHARLTON  RESEARCH  COMPANY  FOR  RESEARCHIAMERICA 
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275,412 


Research!  America 

1101  King  Street,  Suite  520 

Alexandria,  Virginia  223U 

703.739.2577 

1.800.366. CURE 

Fax  703.739.2372 

www.researchamerica.org 

info@researchamerica.org 


For  additional  information,  contact 

National  Alliance  for  Eye  and  Vision  Research  at  240. 221. 2905 

OR  www.eyeresearch.org 


Ldsker/Funding  First  is  afoundingpartnerin  this  series  of  fad  sheets.  Lasker/Funding  First  is  the  medical 
and  health  research  j>(>lici/  program  of  the  Man/  Woodard  Lasker  Charitable  Trust,  www.laskerfoundation.org 
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2012  National  Prison  Braille  Forum 

Coombs  Chandler  Room,  Gait  House  Hotel 
October  10,  2012 

Agenda 


7:45  am 
8:30 


11:45 
1:00 


Registration  and  continental  breakfast 

Welcome 

National  Prison  Braille  Network 

Introduction  of  stipend  recipients 

Individual  program  updates 

National  Braille  Association  (NBA)  update 


Second  Chance  Act  project  update 
PROFITT:   Providing  Real  Opportunities  for 
Income  Through  Technology 

Deli  buffet  lunch  -  Breathitt  Room 

"Reflections  of  a  Prison  Braille  Program 
Founder  and  Coordinator" 

Second  Chance  Act  project  update 
MAMP:  Miami  Accessible  Media  Project 

APH  Accessible  Textbook  Department  update 


Nancy  Lacewell 

Becky  Snider 

Nancy  Lacewell 

Jane  Thompson 

Jan  Carroll 

Dorothy  Worthington 

Tamara  Rorie 


Marie  Amerson 


Robert  Eutz 


Jane  Thompson 


Braille  Authority  of  North  America  (BANA)  update     Mary  Nelle  McLennan 

Judy  Dixon 


5:00  pm 


DIAGRAM  Center,  POET  software 

Group  Discussion 
Adjourn 


Jim  Downs 
Fred  Slone 

Nancy  Lacewell 


::npbn 

National  Prison 
•  •  Braille  Network 

2012  National  Prison  Braille  Forum 
Roster  bv  State 

October  10,  2012 


Arkansas 

Cindy  Wilkinson 

California 

Mike  Bastine 
Sandra  Greenberg 
Peggy  Schuetz 
Vanessa  Stenz 
Bob  Walling 
Patty  Biasca 
Ruth  McKinney 
Fred  Slone 

Delaware 

Anne  Lattanzi 
Dorothe  Mumford 

District  of  Columbia 

Judy  Dixon 

Georgia 

Marie  Amerson 
James  Downs 
Carey  Jackson 
Tamara  Rorie 


Georgia  (cont.) 
Chris  Smith 
Bill  Terry 
Guy  Toles 
Patrick  Fraser 
Raminta  Zebrauskas 

Indiana 

Juan  Cordova 
Leslie  Durst 
Robert  Eutz 
Paul  Randolph 
Betsy  Scott 
Mark  Sevier 
Michael  Frye 
Qyn  Boswell 

Iowa 

John  Romeo 

Kentucky 

Jamie  Beard 
Jan  Carroll 
Jason  Criswell 
Justin  Gardner 


Kentucky  (cont.) 
Jayma  Hawkins 
Cheri  Kraus 
Gail  Kubovchik 
Nancy  Lacewell 
Catherine  Leslie 
Mary  Nelle  McLennan 
Becky  Snider 
Jane  Thompson 

Louisiana 

Robin  Coxe-Harris 

Massachusetts 

Sara  Chmielewski 
Nicole  Tuttle 


Ohio 

Jeffrey  Friedlander 
Paula  Mauro 
Gene  Mezeske 
Jo  Morell 
Donald  Morrow 

Oregon 

Bob  Disher 

South  Carolina 

Shawn  Anderson 
Amanda  Clayton 
Jill  Ischinger 
Robert  Speer 


Michigan 

Robert  Beaton 
Tyler  Colton 
Matthew  Williams 

Minnesota 

Dorothy  Worthington 

New  Mexico 

Alicia  "Lissie"  McAninch 

North  Carolina 

Cindy  Belue 
Penny  Evans 
Julie  Kagy 
Rebecca  Viggiano 


South  Dakota 

Connie  Sullivan 

Washington 

Richard  Flores 
Kandi  Lukowski 

West  Virginia 

Donna  See 

Wisconsin 

Kurt  Pa m peri n 

Wyoming 

Chris  Lansford 
Allison  Marshall 


REPORT  TO  THE  NATIONAL  PRISON  BRAILLE  FORUM 

Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired  Instructional  Resource 

Center 

Wrightsville  Braille  Project 

October  2012 


My  name  is  Cindy  Wilkinson.     Because  I  have  a  condition  which  makes  it 
impossible  for  me  to  project  my  voice,  I  have  prepared  this  summary  of  the  past 
year's  Wrightsville  Braille  Project's  activity. 

I  am  Director  of  the  Instructional  Resource  Center  (IRC)  at  the  Arkansas  School  for 
the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired  (ASBVI)  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.     As  such,  I  also 
supervise  the  Wrightsville  Braille  Project  (WBP)  at  the  Wrightsville  Correctional 
Facility  in  Wrightsville,  Arkansas,  which  was  established  in  1984. 


2012-2013  School  Year 


The  Instructional  Resource  Center  currently  serves  a  total  of  one  hundred  fifty 
three  (153)  students: 

Seventy-nine  (79)  are  public  school  students  in  various  districts  around  the  state. 
Twenty-three  (23)  of  these  students  are  Braille  readers,  and  fifty-six  (56)  require 
large  print  materials.     Eighty-four  (84)  students  attend  ASBVI,  twenty  (20)  of 
whom  are  Braille  users. 

The  Wrightsville  Braille  Project  provides  an  invaluable,  and  exclusive,  service  to 
the  blind  and  visually  impaired  students  of  Arkansas,  providing  educational 
materials  not  otherwise  available  in  the  required  format.     Currently  at  the 
project,  there  are  six  (6)  certified  Braille  transcribers,  one  (1)  of  whom  is  also 


certified  in  Nemeth,  and  two  (2)  inmates  who  work  exclusively  on  large  print 
production.     The  Project  does  not  currently  provide  or  market  materials  to 
schools,  organizations,  or  entities  aside  from  ASBVI's  Instructional  Resource 
Center. 

All  books  to  be  produced  in  Braille  are  scanned,  embossed,  and  bound  on  site. 
Thus  far  for  the  2012-2013  school  year,  the  WBP  has  produced  sixty  (60)  books  in 
Braille  format,  of  which  fifty-six  are  were  new  Braille  transcriptions,  and  four  (4) 
embossed  transcriptions,  accounting  for  39,962  Braille  pages. 

Additionally,  for  the  2012-2013  school  year,  sixty-five  (65)  titles  have  been 
produced  in  large  print  format  at  the  Braille  Project.     Large  print  volumes  are 
shipped  unbound  to  the  IRC  where  they  are  bound  using  a  Fastback  15xs  book 
binder. 

To  assure  the  continuation  of  top  quality  production,  over  the  past  year  the 
Wrightsville  Braille  Project  has  been  provided  with  updated  computers  and 
software,  flat  screen  monitors,  as  well  as  a  new  laminator. 


NPBN 

National  Prison 
Braille  Network 


The  mission  of  the  National  Prison  Braille  Network  (NPBN)  is  twofold: 

•  To  support  and  promote  braille  production  facilities  in  prisons  across  the  U.S. 

as  major  sources  of  high  quality  braille  and  experienced  braille  transcribers, 

•  To  help  ensure  that  inmate  transcribers  are  well  prepared  for  successful 

careers  as  braille  transcribers  upon  release. 

Network  Services 

s   Centralized  communication  and  professional  development  via  a  webpage 
(www.aph.org/pbf),  email  and  U.S.  mail  correspondence  with  members, 
network  gatherings  (such  as  the  annual  National  Prison  Braille  Forum  and 
periodic  focus  groups),  and  the  use  of  webcasts,  teleconferences,  and  a 
listserv  when  appropriate. 

s  A  source  of  information  and  educational  materials  related  to  braille 

production  facilities  inside  prisons  and  to  individual  prison  braille  programs 
across  the  country.  Publications  to  date  include: 

National  Prison  Braille  Directory  (2004,  suc2009) 

Guidelines  for  Starting  and  Operating  Prison  Braille  Programs  (2009) 

s   Support  for  individual  programs,  such  as  the  distribution  of  news  releases 
highlighting  program  accomplishments,  and  letters  of  support  for  expansion 
plans,  grant  applications... 

S   Braille  work  referral:  passing  braille  jobs  along  to  others  in  the  network 
when  production  capacity  is  reached,  and  helping  programs  secure  braille 
jobs  when  possible. 

S  Training  and  consultation  within  prisons  through  staff  visits,  presentations, 
transcriber  workshops,  meetings  with  corrections  staff,  and  electronic 
programs  via  the  internet. 

/   Support  for  the  Building  Bridges  with  Braille  reentry  initiative,  designed  to 
prepare  qualified  offenders  for  employment  as  braille  transcribers  upon 
release,  and  to  assist  with  their  transition  when  appropriate. 
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REENTRY  SUCCESS  THROUGH 
TRAINING  AND  TECHNOLOGY 


W// 


BY  PATRICK  FRASER.  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR,  PROVIDING  REAL  OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR  INCOME  THROUGH  TECHNOLOGY  (PROFITT),  ALTERNATIVE  MEDIA  ACCESS 
CENTER  (AMAC),  GEORGIA  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


In  these  tight  economic  times,  addressing  the  employment  needs 
of  offenders  slated  for  impending  release  can  be  quite  a  challenge 
with  limited  resources  and  support  systems  in  place.  But  one  new 
training  program  set  up  at  the  maximum  security  Mountain  View 
Unit  in  Gatesville,  TX  is  working  to  change  that  reality.  Providing  Real 
Opportunities  for  Income  through  Technology  (PROFITT),  a  Second 
Chance  Act  project  funded  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice's  Bureau 
of  Justice  Assistance,  is  a  grant  collaboration  that  is  establishing  a 
model  curriculum  geared  at  positioning  offenders  for  sustainable 
income  upon  release.  Georgia  Institute  of  Technology's  Alternative 
Media  Access  Center  (AMAC),  the  National  Braille  Press,  and  the  Texas 
Department  of  Criminal  Justice  (TDCJ)  have  been  collaborating  on 
the  effort,  and  have  created  a  five-track  comprehensive  curriculum 
whereby  offenders  learn  skills  that  will  greatly  assist  them  upon 
release.  PROFITT  has  been  piloting  the  curriculum  at  TDCJ's  Mountain 
View  Unit,  where  Texas  Correctional  Industries  (TCI)  maintains  a  braille 
production  center.  While  the  PROFITT  project  focuses  on  training  in 
a  specific  vocation  ...  braille  transcription  ...  the  curriculum  has  been 
designed  as  five  independent  tracks  to  provide  maximum  flexibility  in 
delivery.  Each  track  may  be  used  in  a  variety  of  settings  throughout 
Correctional  Industries  in  support  of  multiple  vocations.  The  curriculum 
developers  envision  that  the  program  can  be  replicated  and  customized 
in  many  settings,  having  a  positive  impact  on  prisoner  reentry  success 
for  years  to  come. 
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A  transcriber  at  TDCJ's  Mountain  View  Unit  displays  the  anatomy  tactile  graphic  she  has  created. 


Why  Braille? 


Prison  Braille  Programs:  An  Overview 


Braille  is  a  system  of  raised  dots  to  represent 
characters,  words  and  portions  of  words  that  can 
be  read  by  blind  and  visually-impaired  persons. 
Braille  has  been  compared  to  stenographer's 
shorthand,  and  includes  several  levels  of  higher 
certification  for  mathematics,  tactile  graphics, 
te/tbook  formatting  and  even  music.  Braille  is 
literacy  for  people  who  are  visually  impaired. 
People  can  listen  to  a  book  through  a  recording 
or  screen  reader,  but  they  are  not  really  grasping 
the  full  notions  of  spelling  and  grammar  that 
are  the  basis  for  language  and  communication. 
Tactile  graphics  produced  in  braille  allow  a 
fuller  understanding  of  the  material,  and  this  is 
'..','  -.  ally  r<  por  or  I  to  students. 


There  are  currently  over  35  prison  braille  prog  rams 
across  the  country,  many  of  which  are  managed 
by  state  Correctional  Industries.  In  addition  to 
preparing  offenders  for  an  occupation  upon 
release,  the  programs  provide  braille  textbooks 
and  other  materials  mandated  by  federal  law 
for  students  attending  K-12  schools  and  other 
organizations  at  a  low  cost,  that  saves  states 
a  great  deal  of  money.  Braille  production  also 
provides  trainees  with  a  strong  sense  of  purpose, 
which  is  a  common  assertion  of  those  who  have 
completed  training.  Brailletranscription  is  difficult 
to  learn,  and  there  is  an  unmet  need  for  people 
trained  to  produce  braille  materials  who  have 
advanced   certifications.   Braille   is  an   excellent 


Continued  on  page  10 
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A  close-up  look  at  tactile 
graphic  creation.  Notice  the 
Braille  text  also  on  the  page. 


vocation  for  prison  training  programs  because 
it  requires  extensive  instruction,  dedicated 
time  and  practice.  Braille  transcription  is  often 
done  by  independent  contractors  who  receive 
and  deliver  their  work  via  the  Internet.  This 
employment  structure  is  helpful  to  ex-offenders, 
whose  employment  opportunities  may  otherwise 
be  limited  by  their  criminal  records.  Anecdotal 
research  indicates  that  the  recidivism  rate  of 
qualified  inmate  braille  transcribers  across  the 
country  is  between  zero  and  three  percent  (via 
the  National  Prison  Braille  Network). 

The  PROFITT  Curriculum 

The  PROFITT  program  includes  750  hours  of 
hands-on  classroom  training  over  a  period  of 
about  30  weeks.  An  expansion  of  earlier  braille 
training  programs,  PROFITT  also  teaches 
broader  professional  skills,  including  computer 
operation  and  computer  graphics,  small  business 
management  and  "soft  skills"  designed  to  help 
ex-offenders  work  as  independent  consultants. 
The  curriculum's  five  tracks  include  basic 
computer  skills,  soft/life  skills  training,  literary 


braille  transcription,  tactile  and  advanced 
computer  graphics,  and  finally  small  business 
management.  With  the  enhanced  curriculum 
that  has  been  catered  directly  to  the  unique 
challenges  of  instruction  within  the  prison 
environment,  PROFITT  strives  to  improve 
existing  braille  production  facilities,  and  also 
encourage  the  development  of  new  prison  braille 
programs.  The  curriculum  is  instructor-based,  but 
utilizes  many  multimedia  components,  including 
videos,  PowerPoint  presentations,  and  hands- 
on  activities  designed  to  keep  the  curriculum 
dynamic  and  fun.  The  PROFITT  pilot  project, 
which  wrapped  up  in  July  2012,  provided  the 
curriculum  development  process  with  excellent 
feedback  from  instructors  and  participants. 
Offenders  at  the  Mountain  View  Unit  even 
participated  in  the  creation  of  the  curriculum, 
as  several  of  them  have  advanced  certifications 
possessed  by  few  people  across  the  nation. 
"The  braille  program  has  given  transcribers  a 
reason  for  being,  and  it  gives  them  a  reason  to 
get  up  every  morning  because  they  love  doing 
what  they  are  doing  and  they  love  seeing  the 
finished  product,"  said  Delores  Billman.  Industry 
Supervisor  at  the  Mountain  View  Prison.  "They 
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certainly  like  to  know  that  someone  is  using  what 
they  have  done  to  better  themselves." 

The  curriculum  has  also  been  designed  to  allow 
for  a  great  deal  of  flexibility  in  its  implementation. 
Facilities  and  instructors  will  have  the  ability 
to  assess  the  skills  and  needs  of  participating 
offenders,  and  can  focus  on  areas  where 
offenders  need  special  focus.  For  example, 
some  trainees  may  be  quite  familiar  with  basic 
computer  hardware  and  software,  but  they  may 
have  never  had  a  chance  to  learn  how  to  create 
Excel  spreadsheets  or  PowerPoint  presentations. 
Activities  such  as  designing  a  resume  and 
cover  letter  reinforce  computer  skills  while  also 
instilling  basic  life  skills.  Through  this  curriculum, 
they  will  have  the  opportunity  to  greatly  expand 
their  knowledge-base,  and  have  a  better  chance 
for  success  post-release. 

Successful  Re-Entry:  A  Story  of  Success 

Carey  Jackson  is  one  example  of  how  prisoner 
education  and  braille  programs  can  change  lives 
for  the  better.  Mr.  Jackson  was  incarcerated  at 
Scott  State  Prison  in  Georgia  in  2004,  where 
he  started  working  in  the  braille  program  as  a 
way  to  get  out  of  the  dorms.  While  he  says  he 
struggled  with  braille  transcription  at  first,  Mr. 
Jackson  stuck  with  the  program  and  became 
captivated  by  the  process.  "Braille  is  not  in  itself 
hard,  but  the  concept  of  grasping  dots  as  words 
takes  time  and  patience.  I  am  extremely  glad 
for  the  skills  I  learned  while  incarcerated,  and 
cannot  imagine  my  life  being  where  it  is  today 
without  the  opportunities  I  had  there."  While  the 
Georgia  braille  program  is  not  part  of  Georgia 
Correctional  Industries,  the  initiative  is  a  great 
example  of  how  partnerships  can  be  forged  in 
creating  re-entry  success.  The  Georgia  Braille 
Transcribers  (GBT)  program  is  a  collaborative 
effort  between  the  Georgia  Department 
of  Corrections,  the  Georgia  Department  of 
Education,  and  Middle  Georgia  Technical  College 


Carey  Jackson,  Braille  Coordinator  at  AMAC,  with  his  wife 
and  young  son 


intended  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  offenders 
to  learn  braille  transcription  and  create  other 
accessible  materials  for  print-disabled  students, 
such  as  large  print  and  electronic  textbooks. 
The  program  provides  books  in  braille  for  K-12 
students  in  Georgia  free  of  charge,  thus  saving 
the  state  thousands  of  dollars  annually.  The 
program  merged  two  existing  braille  units  in 
Georgia  prisons,  and  is  now  located  at  Central 
State  Prison  in  Macon,  GA. 

After  earning  advanced  braille  certifications  in 
prison,  Mr.  Jackson  began  contracting  as  a  braille 
transcriber  upon  release  in  2009.  His  focus  and 
determination  eventually  led  him  to  become  a 
full-time  employee  at  the  Georgia  Institute  of 
Technology's  Alternative  Media  Access  Center, 
where  he  is  now  the  Braille  Coordinator.  His 
story  serves  as  a  shining  example  to  offenders 
in  Georgia  and  Texas,  where  he  provided 
encouragement  and  feedback  to  participants 
during  the  PROFITT  pilot  project.  "The  broad 
skill  set  that  can  be  gleaned  from  the  PROFITT 
curriculum  is  pretty  astonishing.  The  small 
business  management  and  soft  skills  materials, 
coupled  with  the  computer  training,  are  exactly 
what  we  need  to  see  provided  to  offenders 
everywhere,"  said  Mr.  Jackson. 
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PROFITT  Curriculum  Distribution:  Spreading 
Re-Entry  Success 

The  PROFITT  curriculum  is  currently  being 
reviewed  for  approval  by  the  Bureau  of  Justice 
Assistance.  Upon  approval,  it  will  be  made 
available  for  distribution  nationwide,  and  project 
staff  will  be  available  to  assist  correctional 
facilities  with  guidance  on  implementation 
thereafter.  Our  goal  is  for  braille  units  and 
Correctional  Industries  across  the  country  to 
take  advantage  of  the  PROFITT  curriculum  to 
supplement  and  enhance  existing  programs, 
start  new  programs,  and  provide  us  feedback 
on  where  the  individual  tracks  may  be  improved. 
Even  though  the  curriculum  will  be  finalized 
within  the  grant  period,  the  PROFITT  curriculum 
is  intended  to  serve  as  a  "work  in  progress" 
since  changes  in  technology  will  demand  it  be 
updated  periodically.  Likewise,  project  staff 
emphasized  flexibility  in  the  curriculum  design, 
which  ensures  that  any  correctional  facility  can 
implement  the  curriculum  as  best  suits  their 
individual  facility  needs  and  structure.  Tracks 
of  the  curriculum  may  be  extracted  and  utilized 
separately     in     any     correctional     industry     or 


vocational  training  area.  Interested  correctional 
facilities  and  industries  should  contact  PROFITT 
staff  to  obtain  curriculum  tracks.  Updates 
and  additional  information  can  be  found  at 
www.profitt.gatech.edu 

This  project  was  supported  by  Grant  No. 
2010-RV-BX-005  awarded  by  the  Bureau  of 
Justice  Assistance.  The  BJA  is  a  component  of 
the  OJP,  which  also  includes  the  BJS,  the  NIJ, 
the  OJJDP,  the  SMART  Office,  and  the  OVC. 
Points  of  view  or  opinions  in  this  document  are 
those  of  the  author  and  do  not  represent  the 
official  position  or  policies  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Justice. 


A  transcriber  at  TDCJ's  Mountain  View  Unit  creating  a 
tactile  graphic 


For  more  information  on  PROFITT,  please 
contact:  Patrick  Fraser,  Program  Coordinator, 
Providing  Real  Opportunities  for  Income  through 
Technology  (PROFITT),  Alternative  Media  Access 
Center  (AMAC),  Georgia  Institute  of  Technology, 
(404)894-8000,  patrick.  fraser@amacgatech.edu 


COMING  SOON! 


CI  DIRECTOR  TRAINING 

////////  SPONSORED  DY  NIC 

NOVEMDER  27-30, 2012 
ADRORA,  CO 

Mark  your  calendars  now  for  the  first  Post-Pilot 
CI  Director  Training  to  be  held  November  27- 
30,  2012,  at  the  NIC  Academy  in  Aurora,  CO! 
Registration  will  be  available  on  NIC's  website— 
look  for  the  announcement  soon  from  NIC  and 
NCIA! 
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Will  a  Federal  Prisoner  Steal  Your  Job? 

By  ALANFARNHAM 

Sept.  19, 2012  abcnews.go.com 

New  Authority  Lets  Dirt-Cheap  Prison  Labor  Compete  With  US  Companies 

It's  hard  to  compete  with  workers  willing  to  take  pay  as  low  as  23  cents  an  hour.  Do  we  mean 
workers  in  Mexico  or  China?  No.  We  mean  Americans  in  federal  prisons. 

An  Alabama  clothing-maker  recently  found  out  just  how  hard,  according  to  the  Myrtle  Beach 
Sun-News:  American  Apparel  of  Selma  had  to  lay  off  225  workers  after  it  lost  a  contract  for 
U.S.  Army  jackets  to  UNICOR,  a  $900  million  behemoth  with  89  factories  around  the  U.S. 
Its  workforce  consists  entirely  of  convicts. 

If  you  thought  prisoners  made  only  license  plates,  think  again. 

UNICOR's  workers,  according  to  the  government-owned  corporation's  website,  make  custom 
draperies  and  curtains,  mattresses  and  bedding;  furniture,  lighting  systems,  catwalks; 
fences,  towels,  shelving,  eyewear  (both  safety  and  prescription),  and  trophies.  They  run  help 
desks  and  call  centers.  They  process  credit  cards  and  provide  fleet  management  services.  Oh, 
and  they  make  license  plates. 

Federal  law  requires  government  agencies  to  buy  products  from  UNICOR  without 
competitive  bidding. 

The  company,  also  known  as  Federal  Prison  Industries  (FPI),  is  enjoying  the  kind  of  growth 
that  might  make  some  for-profit  companies  envious.  Created  by  Congress  in  1932,  it 
historically  has  been  forbidden  from  selling  goods  and  services  to  any  customers  except 
federal  agencies  and  departments  (e.g.,  UNICOR-made  jackets  to  the  Army).  But  company 
spokesperson  Julie  Rozier  explains  to  ABC  News  that  these  strictures  have  lately  been 
relaxed. 

"In  December,  we  obtained  new  authorities,"  she  says.  "Under  very  limited  circumstances,  if 
an  item  is  being  made  off-shore,  we  can  compete  for  that." 

In  some  cases,  UNICOR  now  can  manufacture  and  sell  items  to  private  customers  in 
competition  with  private  companies.  The  list  of  permissible  items,  Rozier  says,  includes 
tents,  aprons,  fabric  shopping  bags  and  baseball  caps. 

Congressman  Bill  Huizenga,  Republican  of  Michigan,  is  one  critic  among  many  who  find  the 
situation  outrageous.  "Somehow,  we  have  landed  in  the  middle  of  Oz,"  he  says,  referring  to 
the  private  sector's  loss  of  jobs  to  a  government-owned  conglomerate  that  pays  its  workers 
between  23  cents  and  $1.15  an  hour. 

At  a  time  when  unemployment  is  running  above  8  percent,  he  says,  "It's  got  people 
scratching  their  heads  and  wondering,  'How  did  we  ever  get  into  this?'" 
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As  for  UNICOR's  using  criminals  to  process  credit  card  transactions,  Huizenga  says,  "Giving 
criminals  credit  card  data?  Let's  put  the  gas  can  closer  to  the  fire." 

Legislation  he  has  introduced— H.R.  3634— seeks  not  to  do  away  with  UNICOR  but  to  reign 
it  in.  It  would  subject  the  company's  contracts,  for  example,  to  competitive  bidding.  Prison 
workers  would  be  subject  to  OSHA  and  all  the  other  workplace  rules  and  costs  that  apply  to 
private  employers.  Prisoners'  salaries,  over  time,  would  rise  to  the  minimum  wage. 

The  net  effect,  he  says,  would  be  a  leveling  of  the  playing  field. 

Support  for  the  bill,  he  says  has  been  "very  bipartisan."  It  has  some  20  co-sponsors, 
including  Republican  Senator  John  Thune  and  Democratic  Representatives  Carolyn 
Maloney  and  Barney  Frank.  "There  isn't  much  that  Chairman  Frank  and  I  agree  on,"  says 
Huizenga,  "but  we  agree  on  this.  We're  hoping  to  get  something  done  in  the  lame-duck 
session." 
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Kurt  Pamperin 

Teacher 

Oshkosh  Correctional  Institution 
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Memo  to  2012  National  Prison  Braille  Forum  Participants 

Nancy  Lacewell  and  Becky  Snider 

It  was  such  a  pleasure  seeing  each  of  you  at  the  12th  annual  Forum  last  week  in  Louisville!  Learning  about  what  you've  al 
accomplished  during  the  past  year  is  always  an  inspiration.  Whether  you're  trying  to  launch  a  prison  braille  program, 
expand  your  facility  to  include  more  accessible  media,  or  starting  your  own  business,  your  dedication  and  effort  always 
motivates  us  to  work  harder  at  spreading  the  word  nationally  about  the  positive  energy  produced  every  day  in  prison 
braille  programs  across  the  country.  Thanks  so  much  for  taking  the  time  out  of  your  very  busy  schedules  to  attend  the 
Forum  this  year,  and  thanks  for  our  annual  dose  of  support  and  encouragement. 

It  would  be  wonderful  if  we  could  meet  more  often!  While  that  may  not  be  practical,  the  roster  of  Forum  participants 
(including  contact  information)  is  attached  to  help  you  continue  building  relationships  with  members  of  the  National 
Prison  Braille  Network. 

Please  take  a  few  more  minutes  to  complete  the  attached  feedback  form  and  send  it  back  to  us.  We  want  to  know  if 
your  time  at  the  Forum  this  year  was  well  spent,  and  how  we  could  improve  this  day-long  conference  in  the  years  to 
come. 


In  talking  with  several  of  you  during  our  break  time,  the  idea  of  having  panel  discussions  at  upcoming  Forums  was 
mentioned  more  than  once.  To  determine  your  interest,  we've  listed  a  few  potential  groups  on  the  feedback  form  and 
we'd  like  to  know  what  you  think  about  hosting  panel  discussions  of  wardens  and  corrections  professionals,  prison 
braille  program  graduates,  braille  and  other  accessible  media  customers  (people  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired), 
and  others  you  may  want  to  suggest.  If  you  would  like  to  attend  such  a  program,  what  do  you  want  to  hear  from  the 
panelists?  Please  list  topics  of  interest. 

l 


We  are  determined  to  spend  more  time  during  the  coming  year  updating  our  prison  braille  website  (www.aph.orR/pbf) 
with  information  about  National  Prison  Braille  Network  programs  and  people.  Please  check  out  the  website  and  send  us 
suggestions  for  improvement,  as  well  as  articles  and  photos  that  we  can  post  for  all  to  see.  When  we  update  the 
website,  we  will  send  all  Network  members  a  "heads  up"  to  check  it  out. 

Once  again,  thank  you  for  traveling  to  Louisville  for  the  National  Prison  Braille  Forum  last  week.  The  unique  perspective 
and  experience  you  brought  to  the  group  helped  us  all  appreciate  the  tremendous  impact  that  prison  braille  programs 
have  on  participants  and  the  blind  and  visually  impaired  people  we  all  serve. 

Keep  in  touch! 

Sent  by: 

Becky  Snider 

Public  Affairs  Coordinator 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 

Building  independence  Since  1858 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue 

Louisville,  KY  40206 

Phone:  502-899-2356 

Fax:  502-899-2363 

Toll  Free:  800-223-1839 

Email:  rsnider@aph.orR 

Web  Site:  www.aph.orR 
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National  Prison 
MOVing  Forward...  #i   Braille  Network 

2012  National  Prison  Braille  Forum 
Feedback  Form 


Was  your  time  at  the  2012  Prison  Braille  Forum  well  spent?    Yes  No 

If  yes,  what  was  most  valuable  to  you?   For  instance,  what  kind  of  information  or 
contacts  did  you  pick  up  that  will  be  useful  to  you  in  your  daily  work  or  in  planning 
for  the  future? 


What  did  you  learn  of  particular  interest  in  the  presentations  listed  below? 

PROFITT:  Providing  Real  Opportunities  For  Income  Through  Technology 
Tamara  Rorie 


Reflections  of  a  Prison  Braille  Program  Founder  and  Coordinator 
Marie  Amerson 


MAMP:  Miami  Accessible  Media  Project 
Robert  Eutz 


DIAGRAM  Center  and  POET  Software 
Fred  Slone 


(continued  on  next  page) 


What  areas  of  focus  (such  as  technology  or  tactile  graphics)  would  you  like  to 
learn  more  about  at  a  future  forum? 


How  can  we  improve  the  National  Prison  Braille  Forum  in  years  to  come? 


It  has  been  suggested  that  future  forums  include  panel  presentations/discussions. 
(1)  Indicate  which  of  the  following  groups  you  would  be  interested  in  asking  to 
participate,  and  (2)  list  the  topics/questions  would  you  like  panelists  to  address. 

Wardens  and  corrections  professionals 


Prison  braille  program  graduates 


People  who  are  blind/visually  impaired,  particularly  regarding  their  use  of 
materials  produced  in  prison  braille  programs 


Other  suggested  groups  and  topics: 


(continued  on  next  page) 


If  you  took  the  tour  of  KCI  Braille  Services,  describe  that  experience.  Do  you  have 
ideas  for  improving  KCI  Braille  Services?  Do  you  have  suggestions  for  future  tours 
of  this  program? 


National  Prison  Braille  Network  (NPBN):    How  can  the  NPBN  be  of  help  to  you,  the 
prison  braille  program(s)  you  work  with,  and  the  men/women  in  the  program(s)? 


Additional  comments: 


Thank  you  for  taking  time  to  express  your  thoughts! 

Please  return  to: 

Rebecca  Snider 

Email:  rsnider@aph.org 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue 

Louisville,  KY  40206 

Phone:  502-899-2356 

Toll  Free:  800-223-1839,  ext.  356 

Fax:  502-899-2363 


National  Prison  Braille  Forum 

October  10,  2012 
Roster  of  Participants 

*  APH  Ex  Officio  Trustee 

Marie  Amerson 

Braille  Program  Coordinator,  Retired 

Georgia  Braille  Transcribers 

2210  Plantation  Dr 

Macon  GA  31211 

Email:        mariejam(5)cox.net 

Shawn  Anderson 

Manager,  Braille  Production  Center 

South  Carolina  School  of  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 

2809  Airport  Rd 

Greenwood  SC  29649 

Phone:       864-229-5709,  ext  1309 

Email:        sanderson(o)scsdb.orq 

Mike  Bastine 

Director,  ATPC 

Alternate  Text  Production  Center  of  California  (ATPC) 

1175  Calle  Suerte 

Camarillo  CA  93012 

Phone:       805-383-0187 

Email:        mbastine@atpc.net 

Robert  Beaton 

Braille  Production  Coordinator 

Michigan  Department  of  Education 

702  W.  Kalamzoo  Street 

PO  Box  30742 

Lansing  MI  48909 

Phone:       517-373-2107 

Email:        BeatonR(o)Michiqan.Gov 


Cindy  Belue 

CEM  III,  Braille  Transcription  Services 

Scotland  Correctional  Institution 

22383  McGirts  Bridge  Rd 

P.O.  Box  1808 

Laurinburg  NC  28353-1808 

Phone:       910-844-4507 

Email:        Cynthia.belue@ncdps.gov 


Patty  Biasca 

President 

California  Transcribers  and  Educators  for  the  Blind  and  Visually 

Impaired  (CTEBVI) 

1139  Westmoreland  Circle 

Walnut  Creek  CA  94596 

Phone:       925-937-9413 

Email:        patbiasca@msn.com 

Sara  Chmielewski 

Manager  of  Education  Services 

National  Braille  Press 

88  St.  Stephen  Street 

Boston  MA  02115 

Phone:       617-425-2417 

Email:        schmielewski@nbp.org 

Amanda  "Mandy"  Clayton 

Program  Assistant,  SC  Instructional  Resource  Center 

SC  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 

355  Cedar  Springs  Rd 

Spartanburg  SC  29302 

Phone:       864-577-7731 

Email:        mclayton@scsdb.org 

Tyler  Colton 

President/CEO 

Michigan  Braille  Transcribing  Fund 

3500  N  Elm  Ave 

Jackson  MI  49201-8887 

Phone:       517-780-5096 

Email:        tvler.colton@MI-braille.org 


Jason  Criswell 

Operations  Manager 

Kentucky  Correctional  Industries 

3000  Ash  Ave 

PO  Box  449 

Pewee  Valley  KY  40056 

Phone:       502-241-8454,  ext  2318 

Email:        jasonw.criswell@ky.gov 

Frances  Mary  D'Andrea 

Chairperson 

Braille  Authority  of  North  America 

7514  Beacon  Street 

Pittsburgh  PA  15217 

Email:        literacy2(g)mindspring.com 

Bob  Disher* 

Manager 

Oregon  Textbook  and  Media  Center 

2060  Vista  Avenue  SE,  Suite  100 

Salem  OR  97302 

Phone:       503-540-2940 

Email:        bob.disher(g)wesd.orq 

Judy  Dixon 

Consumer  Relations  Officer 

National  Library  Service  f/t  Blind  &  Physically  Handicapped 

Library  of  Congress 

1291  Taylor  St  NW 

Washington  DC  20542 

Phone:       202-707-0722 

Email:        idix@loc.gov 

James  "Jim"  Downs* 

Program  Manager,  GIMC 
Georgia  Department  of  Education 
890  N  Indian  Creek  Dr 
Clarkston  GA  30021 
Phone:       404-296-3653 
Email:        jdowns(a)doe.kl2.qa.us 


Leslie  Durst* 

Director 

Indiana  Educational  Resource  Center 

7725  N  College  Ave 

Indianapolis  IN  46240 

Phone:       317-554-2740 

Email:        ldurst@isbvikl2.orq 

Robert  Eutz 

Director 

Miami  Accessible  Media  Project  (MAMP) 

Miami  Correctional  Facility 

3063  W  800  S 

Bunker  Hill  IN  46914 

Phone:       765-689-8920,  ext  6282 

Email:        REutz@isbvikl2.org 

Penny  Evans 

Account  Executive/Print  &  Braille 

Correction  Enterprises 

2020  Yonkers  Road 

Raleigh  NC  27699 

Phone:       919-716-3623 

Email:        penny.evans@ncdps.gov 

Richard  "Rick"  Flores 

Industries  Specialist 

Correctional  Industries 

9601  Bujacich  Rd  NW,  MS-WP04 

Gig  Harbor  WA  98332 

Phone:       253-858-4638 

Email:        rmflores@docl.wa.gov 


Patrick  Fraser 

PROFITT  Coordinator 
The  Alternative  Media  Access  Center 
Georgia  Institute  of  Technology  (AMAC) 
Enterprise  Innovation  Institute  (EI2) 
512  Means  Street,  Suite  250 
Atlanta  GA  30318 


Phone:       404-894-7597 

Email:        patrick. fraser@amac.gatech.edu 

Jeffrey  Friedlander 

Certified  Proof  Reader 
Bell  Home  for  the  Sightless 
3775  Muddy  Creek  Rd 
Cincinnati  OH  45238-2055 
Phone:       513-602-5026 

Steve  Fugate 

Outreach  Consultant 

Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 

3911  Central  Ave 

Great  Falls  MT  50405-1697 

Phone:  (406)  771-6000 

Fax:  (406)  771-6164 

Email:  sfugate@msdb.mt.gov 

Sandra  "Sandi"  Greenberg 

Braille  Coordinator 

Alternate  Text  Production  Center  of 

CA  Community  Colleges  (ATPC) 

1175  Calle  Suerte 

Camarillo  CA  93012 

Phone:       805-383-0187 

Email:        sgreenberg@atpc.net 

Jill  Ischinger 

Program  Manager,  SC  Instructional  Resource  Center 

SC  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 

355  Cedar  Springs  Rd 

Spartanburg  SC  29302 

Phone:       864-577-7731 

Email:        jischinger@scsdb.org 

Carey  Jackson 

Braille  Specialist 

GA  TECH-AMAC 

512  Means  Street,  Suite  250 

Atlanta  GA  30318 


Phone:       404-894-8000 

Email:        carey.jackson@AMAC.GATech.edu 


Julie  Kagy* 

Consultant  for  VI  and  AT 
NC  Dept.  of  Public  Instruction 
6356  Mail  Service  Center 
Raleigh  NC  27699 
Phone:       919-807-3948 
Email:       julie.kagy@dpi.nc.gov 

Cheri  Kraus 

Branch  Manager 

Kentucky  Correctional  Industries 

1612  Dawkins  Road 

P.O.  Box  6 

LaGrange  KY  40031 

Phone:       502-222-9058 

Email:        cheri.kraus@ky.gov 

Gail  Kubovchik 

Transcriber 

409  Lindsay  Ct  #11 

Louisville  KY  40206 

Phone:       502-290-0253 

Email:        tricorgi@insightbb.com 

Chris  Lansford 

Marketing  and  Sales  Director 

WY  Brand  Industries 

1934  Wyott  Drive  Suite  100 

Cheyenne  WY  82003 

Phone:       307-777-3437 

Email:        christine.lansford@wyo.gov 

Anne  "Annie"  Lattanzi 

Library  Associate 

Delaware  Division  for  the  Visually  Impaired 

1901  North  Dupont  Hwy 

New  Castle  DE  19720 

Phone:       302-255-2083 


Email:        Anne.Lattanzi(a)state.de.us 

Catherine  Leslie 

Vocational  Training  Instructor/Braille  Program  Coordinator 

Federal  Medical  Center-Lexington 

3301  Leestown  Rd 

Lexington  KY  40511-8799 

Phone:       859-255-6812,  ext  5230 

Email:        cmleslie(cDbop.gov 

Kandi  Lukowski 

Braille  Coordinator 

Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind 

Ogden  Resource  Center 

2310  East  13th  Street 

Vancouver  WA  98661 

Phone:       360-696-6321 

Email:        kandi.  lukowski@)wssb.  wa.gov 

Allison  Marshall 

Braille  Supervisor 

Wyoming  Department  of  Corrections 

7076  Co  Rd  55F 

Torrington  WY  82240 

Phone:       307-532-3198 

Email:        allison.marshall(5)  wyo.gov 

Paula  Mauro* 

Project  Coordinator 

Center  for  Instructional  Supports  and  Accessible  Materials 

5220  N.  High  Street 

Columbus  OH  43214 

Phone:       614-644-8465 

Email:        pmauro@cisamoh.org 

Alicia  "Lissie"  McAninch 

Board  of  Regents 

New  Mexico  School  for  the  Blind  &  Visually  Impaired 

1900  N  White  Sands  Blvd 

Alamogordo,  NM  88310 

Phone:       575-437-0632 


Email:       jcmasm@msn.com 

Gene  Mezeske 

Braille  Coordinator 

Clovernook  Center  for  the  Blind  &  Visually  Impaired 

7000  Hamilton 

Cincinnati  OH  45231 

Phone:       502-589-5200 

Email:        genemezeske(g)yahoo.com 

Donald  Morrow 

Braille  Coordinator,  OPI 

Grafton  Correctional  Institution 

2500  S  Avon-Belden  Rd 

Grafton  OH  44044-9802 

Phone:       440-748-3102 

Email:        donald.morrow(g)odrc.state.oh.us 

Dorothe  Mumford* 

Principal 

Division  for  the  Visually  Impaired 

13  S.W.  Front  Street,  Ste.  105,  MSSC  Annex 

Milford  DE  19963 

Phone:       302-424-7240 

Email:        dorothe.  mumford  (Estate. de.  us 

Kathleen  Merchant 

Data  Manager 

State  Office  of  Special  Education 

2133  Hospital  Street 

Christiansted  VI  00820 

Phone:       340-718-7682 

Email :        kmerchant@stx.kl2.vi  or 

qoldenempress05(g)hotmail.com 

Kurt  Pamperin 

Teacher 

Oshkosh  Correctional  Institution 

1730  W  Snell  Road 

PO  Box  3530 

Oshkosh  WI  54903 


Phone:       920-231-4010,  ext  2208 
Email:        Kurt.  Pa  mperin  (a)  Wisconsin,  gov 


Paul  Randolph 

Grant  Field  Liaison 

Miami  Accessible  Media  Project 

532  Woods  Crossing  Drive 

Indianapolis  IN  46239 

Phone:       317-514-9326 

Email:        paulvice230Q(5)yahoo.com 

John  Romeo 

Owner 

Full  Cell  Braille,  Inc. 

1000  North  Roosevelt  Avenue 

Burlington  IA  52601 

Phone:       319-753-1671  ext  31424 

Email:        fullcellbraille@centurylink.net 

Tamara  Rorie 

Compliance  Manager 

GA  TECH-AMAC 

512  Means  Street,  Suite  250 

Atlanta  GA  30318 

Phone:       404-894-8000 

Email:        tamara  .rorie(g)amac.  gatech.edu 

Peggy  Schuetz 

VP  /  Director  of  Operations 
Transcribing  Mariners 
10675  Harris  Rd. 
Auburn  CA  95603 
Phone:       530-823-2209 
Email:        peqgys@juno.com 


Betsy  Scott 

Braille  Project  Manager 

Indiana  Educational  Resource  Center:  Braille  Project 

7225  N  College  Ave 

Indianapolis  IN  46240 

Phone:       317-253-1481 


Email 


bscott(g)isbvikl2.orq 


Donna  See* 

Director,  WVIRC  for  the  Blind/Low  Vision 

WV  Schools  f/t  Deaf  &  the  Blind 

301  E  Main  St 

Romney  WV  26757 

Phone:       304-822-4890 

Email;        dbsee(a)access.kl2.wv.us 

Mark  Sevier 

Warden 

Miami  Correctional  Facility 

3038  W  850  S 

Bunker  Hill  IN  46914 

Phone:       765-689-8920  ext  5582 

Email:        msevier(a)idoc.in.qov 


Fred  Slone 

Fred  Slone 

Director  of  Operations 

Bookshare 

480  S  California  Ave,  Suite  201 

Palo  Alto,  CA  94306-1609 

Phone:       650-644-3420 

Email:        freds(g)  benetech.org 

Chris  Smith 

Manager  of  Production  &  Technical  Support 

GA  Tech  -  AMAC 

512  Means  Street,  Suite  250 

Atlanta  GA  30318 

Phone:       404-894-8146 

Email:        chris.smith(g)amac.gatech.edu 

Robert  Speer* 

Access  Technology  Specialist/Statewide  Vision  Cons 
South  Carolina  Department  of  Education 
355  Cedar  Springs  Rd 
Spartanburg  SC  29302 
Phone:       864-577-1502 


Email:        lspeer@scsdb.org 

Vanessa  Stenz 

Production  Manager 
Transcribing  Mariners 
10675  Harris  Rd. 
Auburn  CA  95603 
Phone:       530-823-2209 
Email:        vstenz@sbcqlobal.net 

Connie  Sullivan 

Program  Assistant 

SD  Braille  &  Talking  Book  Library 

800  Governors  Drive 

Pierre  SD  57501 

Phone:       605-773-5081 

Email:        connie.sullivan@state.sd.us 


Guy  Toles 

Braille-Digital  Media  Specialist 

AMAC  Alternative  Media  Access  Center-UGA,  GIT/EI2 

512  Means  St,  Ste  250 

Atlanta  GA  30318 

Phone:       404-894-8680 

Email:        qtoles3@mail  .gatech.edu 

Nicole  Tuttle 

Sales  Manager 
National  Braille  Press 
88  St.  Stephen  Street 
Boston  MA  02115 
Phone:       617-266-6161 
Email:        ntuttle@nbp.org 

Rebecca  Viggiano 

Braille  Instructor,  RCC 

Richmond  Community  College  (RCC) 

Scotland  Correctional  Institute 

Laurinburg  NC  29206 

Phone:       910-844-3078,  ext  1255 

Email:        rrviqqiano@aol.com 


Robert  "Bob"  Walling 

Director,  Braille  Development 
Transcribing  Mariners 
10675  Harris  Rd 
Auburn  CA  95603 
Phone:       210-823-6433 
Email:        bigonbrl@yahoo.com 

Cindy  Wilkinson 

Director,  Instructional  Resource  Center 

Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind  &  Visually  Impaired 

2600  W  Markham  St 

Little  Rock  AR  72205 

Phone:       501-296-1815 

Email:        cindy.wilkinson@asb.kl2.ar.us 

Matthew  Williams 

President 

Phoenix  Braillists 

14927  Shirley 

Warren  MI  48089 

Phone:       586-350-3854 

Email:        mattbraille(g)gmail.com 

Dorothy  Worthington 

President 

National  Braille  Association 

5940  Bren  Circle 

Minnetonka  MN  55343 

Phone:       952-933-8697 

Email:        dworthing@comcast.net 

Raminta  Zebrauskas 

Audio  &  Video  Production  Coordinator 
The  Alternative  Media  Access  Center 
Georgia  Institute  of  Technology  (AMAC) 
Enterprise  Innovation  Institute  (EI2) 
512  Means  Street,  Suite  250 
Atlanta  GA  30318 
Phone:       404-894-7597 


Email :        ramjnta.zebrauskas@amac.gatech.edu 

APH  Staff 

1839  Frankfort  Ave 

Louisville  KY  40206 

Toll  free:  800-223-1839 


Jamie  Beard 

Administrative  Assistant 
Public  Affairs 
Phone:  502-899-2242 
Email:       jbeard@aph.org 

Jan  Carroll 

Coordinator,  Braille  Transcription  Services 
Prison  Braille  Advisory  Committee 
Phone:       502-899-2302 
Email:       jcarroll@aph.org 

Justin  Gardner 

Special  Collections  Librarian 
Phone:       502-899-2202 
Email:        jgardner@aph.org 

Jayma  Hawkins 

Accessible  Media  Editor 
Phone:       502-899-2372 
Email:       jhawkins@aph.org 

Nancy  Lacewell 

Director  of  Government  and  Community  Affairs 
Chair,  Prison  Braille  Advisory  Committee 
Phone:       502-899-2339 
Email:        nlacewell@aph.org 

Mary  Nelle  McLennan 

Executive  Adviser  to  the  President 

Phone:       412-367-9085 

Email:        mary.nelle@earthlink.net 

Becky  Snider 


Public  Affairs  Coordinator 
Prison  Braille  Advisory  Committee 
Phone:       502-899-2356 
Email:        rsnider@aph.org 

Jane  Thompson 

Director  of  Accessible  Textbook  Department 
Prison  Braille  Advisory  Committee 
Phone:       800-223-1839 
Email:       jthompson@aph.org 

These  members  of  the  APH  Prison  Braille  Advisory  Committee  were  not 
able  to  be  present  at  the  2012  National  Prison  Braille  Forum: 

Bob  Brasher 

Vice  President  of  Advisory  Services  and  Research 
Phone:       502-899-2369 
Email:        bbrasher@aph.org 

Gary  Mudd 

Vice  President  of  Public  Affairs 
Phone:       502-899-2308 
Email:        gmudd@aph.org 
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